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STATE OF GEORGIA
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR ATLANTA 30334-0900
Sonny Perdue
GOVERNOR
September 30, 2009
Ms. Susie Wilcher
Georgia Head Start Association
P.O. Box 896
Sandersville, GAS 1082
Dear Ms. Wilcher:
The State of Georgia is deeply committed to the education and care of our youngest citizens. In 2008, there were more than 700,000 children ages birth to five throughout all 159 counties. In order to better serve young children and their families, my administration has been charged to create the framework for effective collaboration to improve the coordination, planning, and implementation of programs related to early learning and child development.
.For this reason, I want to personally invite you to serve on the State Advisory Council on Early Childhood Education and Care.   As a member, you will play a:key role in planning better coordinated systems, facilitating working relationships among essential partners, and moving towards integrated delivery of services to young children and their families.
Authorized under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), funds are for the first time available to Governors to carry out activities of the councils. The State Advisory Council members will seek to reinforce and strengthen statewide management among existing programs such as pre-kindergarten, child care, Head Start, and other early childhood care and education programs.
I have asked Dr. Holly Robinson, Commissioner of Bright from the Start: Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning to lead this Council. The Council will be directly aligned with The First Lady's Children's Cabinet.
Please confirm acceptance to Cecelia L. Dorsey at 404.651.7432 or e-mail at Cecelia.dorsey@decal.ga.gov. I want to thank you in advance for your participation and sharing your expertise as we move forward in improving and providifig quality cafe arid ' education to Georgia's children.
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